The Basis of Future Operations
large numbers of men, just as our war industries at home did, but we had to make this sacrifice to live.
Our allies were induced by the Ministry of War to take their part in supplying Germany with raw materials, mainly for the manufacture of, or else in payment for, the munitions supplied tc them by us. The ministry also managed the copper mines at Bor in north-eastern Serbia, which were extraordinarily useful. G.H.Q. were only called in to help when Turkey or Bulgaria, true to old Balkan traditions, were behindhand in delivery of materials, and required some stimulus to make them fulfil their undertakings.
In the problem of supplying raw material for the army German scientists put their immense knowledge at our service. Thanks be to German science !
In all questions relating to the increase of our home resources I received magnificent support from Colonel Bauer and Major von Harbou. Their work was typical.
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For the nation and the army, man and beast, the question of food supplies was of equal importance.
The work of the army in the field depended to a high degree on their rations. That, next to leave, has the most decisive effect on the moral of the troops. I thus had to give the food question my serious attention.
The waning moral at home was intimately connected with the food situation. In the daily food the human body did not receive the necessary nourishment, especially albumen and fats, for the maintenance of physical and mental vigour. In wide quarters a certain decay of bodily and mental powers of resistance was noticeable, resulting in an unmanly and hysterical state of mind which under the spell of enemy propaganda encouraged the pacifist leanings of many Germans. In the summer of 1917 my first glimpse of this situation gave me a great shock. This state of mind was a tremendous element of weakness. It was
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